What is a Personal Protection Order?

A Personal Protection Order (PPO) is a Cir-
cuit Court Order that protects victims of Do-
mestic Violence, Family Violence, Dating
Violence or Stalking. The intent of the order
is to provide one party (Petitioner) protection
from the other party (Respondent) from all or
some of the following:

*

contacting the petitioner through any
means (in person, by phone, by mail or
e-mail, or third party contact)

entering the petitioner’s residence, prop-
erty or work place.

assaulting, attacking, beating, molesting,
or wounding the petitioner

harassing, stalking, or threatening the pe-
titioner

removing minor children from where they
live unless their removal is part of court
ordered parenting time or custody order
stalking petitioner —which includes but is
not limited to: following, approaching or
confronting petitioner in a public place or
on private property

interfering with the petitioner’s efforts to
remove their children or property
threatening to kill or physically injure the
petitioner

interfering with or engaging in conduct
that impairs petitioner’s employment or
educational environment

allowing a non-custodial parent from hav-
ing access to petitioner’s home or work
address or telephone numbers through a
minor child’s records

purchasing or possessing a firearm

any other specific act that interferes with
the petitioner’s personal liberty or causes
a reasonable fear of violence

Do I need a PPO?

If you are in fear for your personal safety,
you may want to file for a Personal Protec-
tion Order. If you need protection from be-
ing assaulted, threatened, harassed or
stalked by another individual, then you
may want to file for a PPO.

Who can get a PPO?

Anyone who has been physically, emotion-
ally, or sexually abused or threatened by
someone they have been married to, lived
with, have a child in common with or dated
can petition for a PPO. Examples include:
current or former spouse, family member,
current or former partner, the other parent
of your child/children, current or former
roommate, or current or former person you
dated. You would file for a domestic PPO if
any of these relationships applied. You
may want to file for a stalking PPO if the
person you want restrained is stalking you
and none of these relationships apply.
Stalking is repeated (two or more instances)
harassment that makes you feel scared,
threatened, intimidated or terrorized. It can
be someone you know or a stranger. If the
stalker is someone who you have or had a
relationship with, then you would still file
for a domestic PPO. The domestic PPO con-
tains a section regarding stalking behaviors
that can be prohibited. If there is no rela-
tionship, nor ever has been a relationship
between you and the stalker, then you
would file for a stalking PPO.

An average length of time a PPO is effective is one
year, however, it may be less than that or more than
one year. The minimum amount of time 3 PPO can

be effective is 180 days.

How do I get a PPO?

You do not need an attorney to file for a
Personal Protection Order and there are no
filing fees for a PPO. However, there may
be a fee for having the PPO papers served
on the Respondent. Currently, the Mar-
quette County Sheriff’s Department charges
$18.00 to serve the PPO. They will waive
this fee if the Judge has signed the Suspen-
sion of Fees/Cost form.

The forms and instructions for both the Do-

mestic and Stalking Personal Protection Or-

ders can be obtained from the Marquette

County Clerk’s Office, from Harbor House

Domestic Violence Shelter, and the

Women’s Center. The PPO paperwork con-

sists of:

¢ Instructions for completing PPO paper-
work

¢ The Petition (may include a copy of the
Order form as well)

¢ Proof of service form

¢ Optional: Suspension of Fees/Cost form

Once the forms are completed they are re-
turned to the County Clerk’s Office where
they are assigned to a Circuit Court Judge to
review. The Judge may do one of the fol-
lowing:
¢ Grant the PPO immediately, without a

hearing (“ex-parte”)

¢ Order a hearing before granting the PPO
¢ Deny the PPO without a hearing
¢ Deny the PPO after a hearing

PPO’s are in effect with a Judge’s signature.

Respondent has a right to request a hearing
to have the PPO terminated if it was signed
“ex-parte”




What information needs to be
included on the PPO forms?

The information you include on the PPO
petition is very important. The Judge must
be able to understand why you are in fear
of your personal safety and need protec-
tion. The instructions will assist with com-
pleting the forms. If there is no proof of
the history of the abuse, that does not
mean you cannot obtain a PPO. However,
if there is any information or documenta-
tion to support the facts in your narrative,
include this information with your peti-
tion. Examples include but are not limited
to: police reports, medical records, reports
from social agencies, photographs of inju-
ries or property destruction, and notarized
written statements from witnesses.

The Judge signed your PPO, now what?

¢+ Keep a True Copy of your PPO with
you at all times

¢ Know and understand your PPO —what
is or is not prohibited

¢ Immediately report violations of your
PPO to the police and cooperate with
the process of prosecuting violations

¢ PPO’s can be Modified, Extended or
Terminated, but only by a Judge

¢ Develop a Safety Plan in addition to
your PPO

Self initiated contact with the Respondent less-
ens the effectiveness of your PPO as a personal
safety tool and may create confusion when a
PPO violation is reported

Where to get help:

If you are in an abusive relationship
and need help, call

Harbor House
24 hour crisis line
226-6611
or toll free from
Alger County
1-800-455-6611

Harbor House

Services include:
Shelter
PPO Assistance
Safety Plans
Court Support
Attorney Support
Domestic Violence Counseling
DV Support Group
Children’s Programming
Information & Referrals to other
community agencies

PPO information and forms may
also be obtained from:
Marquette County Clerk’s Office
234 W. Baraga Ave.
Marquette, MI 49855
225-8330

Harbor House
Domestic Violence
Shelter

Crisis Line

Personal Protection Orders

A tool to help promote

personal safety




